


If It’s Clear...
by Fulton Wright, Jr.

Prescott Astronomy Club

FeBruAry 2012

Celestial events (from Sky & Telescope magazine, Astronomy magazine,
and anywhere else | can find information) customized for Prescott, Ari-
zona. Remember, the Moon is ¥z degree or 30 arcminutes in diameter. All
times are Mountain Standard Time.

On Tuesday, February 7, at 6:17 PM (12 minutes after sunset),
the full Moon rises, spoiling any chance of seeing faint fuzzies
for the night.

On Wednesday, February 8, from 7:18 PM to 9:02 PM, you can
see Ganymede's shadow crossing the very southern part of
Jupiter.

On Thursday, February 9, from 7:30 PM to 8:00 PM, you can
see Venus and Uranus near each other. Venus is magnitude
-4, Uranus is .3 degrees to the left and magnitude 6 (that is a
factor of 10,000 dimmer).

On Sunday, February 12, from 7:44 PM to 9:52 PM, you can

see lo’s shadow on Jupiter. lo itself moves from in front of the
planet at 8:39 PM.
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On Monday, February 13, the Moon is at last quarter phase
and rises at 1:01 AM (Tuesday).

On Tuesday, February 21, it is new Moon and you have all
night to hunt for faint fuzzies.

On Wednesday, February 22, near 6:30 PM, you might be able
to see the Moon near Mercury. This will be an observing chal-
lenge. With binoculars look low in the West for Mercury (mag-
nitude -1). 5 degrees to the right is the very, very thin crescent
Moon (only 27 hours old [since new Moon]).

On Saturday, February 25, at dusk, you can see the Moon near
Venus.

On Sunday, February 26, at dusk, you can see the Moon near
Jupiter.

On Wednesday, February 29, the Moon is at first quarter
phase and sets at 1:50 AM (Thursday). At 8:15 PM Europa’s
shadow falls on Jupiter. At 8:29 PM Europa moves from in
front of Jupiter. The shadow remains on the planet until 10:36
PM.

NASA’s Galileo spacecraft acquired its highest
resolution images of Jupiter’s moon lo on 3 July
1999 during its closest pass to lo since orbit insertion
in late 1995. This color mosaic uses the near-
infrared, green and violet filters (slightly more than
the visible range) of the spacecraft’s camera and
approximates what the human eye would see. Most
of 1o’s surface has pastel colors, punctuated by black,
brown, green, orange, and red units near the active
volcanic centers.
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2012 All Arizona Messier Marathon

Continued from page 4 with night vision.

A port-a-jon will be on-site. Remember
this is a primitive site and we strive to make your stay as com-
fortable as possible.

Signs will be posted at the entrance to remind drivers to
keep the speed down because of the dust levels. We are on
the Sonoran Desert!

Please ensure your red filtered flashlights are in good
working order and PLEASE no white lights between sun set
and sun rise. For more information on star party etiquette
check out http://www.saguaroastro.org/content/Star-Party-
Etiquette.htm

We will have a very short meeting just before sunset for final
announcements and words of encouragement. The meeting .
will be held at the intersection of both runways. vt pae

If you plan on participating, then doing some homework A
ahead of time will pay dividends. If interested the observ-
ing list can be made available prior to the marathon for your Evening twilight on Saturday
reference.

Still not interested in the marathon? COME ANYWAY; enjoy a
night of observing, astro-photography or just plain old social-
izing.

Last year Rick Tejera assisted with the marathon and will,
again, be assisting. Thanks Rick, your help is appreciated.

Please keep in mind this observing site is not our property,
it belongs to the BLM, is rather primitive; which means if you
need something, bring it with you and be sure to take it back
with you. Let’s leave the site at least as clean as it was when
we arrived.

2012 All Arizona Messier Marathon Coordinators
AJ Crayon <acrayon@cox.net>
Rick Tejera <saguaroastro@cox.net>
Saguaro Astronomy Club

53719 cP

http://www.saguaroastro.org/content/messierhtm  Fiir

Morning twilight on Sunday
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— Looking for that perfect weekend activity?

= Why not resolve to getting involved?

— Contact Martin Thompson to join the staff at GRCO
— Email: grco@evaconline.org
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Chart generated with SkySafari Plus

NGC 1535 is a 9" magnitude planetary nebula in the constellation Eridanus. Located east of Zaurak, it is a nice diversion from all the galaxies in Eridanus. It has

been nicknamed Cleopatra’s Eye.
NGC 1535 has a bright blue disk with a diameter of about 30 arcseconds, and a well concentrated central area surrounded by a misty outer ring. This fine bright,

bluish planetary displays two shells surrounding a bright central star. The 20" inner shell is bright with a dark ring immediately surrounding the central star. The
outer shell is much fainter and uneven in brightness extending to 35”. NGC 1353 is very to similar Eskimo nebula in both color and structure. NGC 1535 is at least

1,500 light years away.

NGC 1535 (Cleopatra’s Eye) Planetary Nebula in Eridanus
RA: 04h 14m 52195 Dec:-12° 42" 22.6"  Size:0.8'x 0.7 Magnitude: 9.39

Radial velocity: -3.2 km/sec  Diameter: 0.4 pc, 13 ly
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As one of the many benefits to becoming an East
Valley Astronomy Club member, we have the fol-
[owing telescopes available for monthly check-out
to current EVAC members:

8 inch Orion manual Dobsonian
8 inch Orion Intelliscore Dobsonian
60mm Tasco Alt-Azimuth Refractor

For more information, or fo check out one of these
scopes, please talk to:
David Hatch
EVAC Properties Director
480.433.4211




The Observer is the official publication of the East Valley
Astronomy Club. It is published monthly and made
available electronically as an Adobe PDF document
the first week of the month. Printed copies are available
at the monthly meeting. Mailed copies are available to
members for a slight surcharge to offset printing and
mailing expenses.

Please send your contributions, tips, suggestions and
comments to the Editor at: news@evaconline.org
Contributions may be edited. The views and opinions
expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily
represent those of the East Valley Astronomy Club, the
publisher or editor.

Material in this publication may not be reproduced
in any manner without written permission from the
editor. ©2005-2012

The East Valley Astronomy Club is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
charitable organization.

www.evaconline.org

East Valley Astronomy Club
PO Box 2202
Mesa, Az. 85214-2202

President: David Douglass
Vice President: Ed Thomas
Secretary: Claude Haynes
Treasurer: Ray Heinle

Board of Directors: Marty Pieczonka, Dave
Coshow, David Hatch, Howard Israel & Brad
Geisler

Events Coordinator: Lynn Young
Property Director: David Hatch
Refreshments: Mort Hanlon

Observing Program Coordinator: Marty
Pieczonka

AL Representative: David Douglass
Membership: Les Wagner

Newsletter Editor: Peter Argenziano
Webmaster: Marty Pieczonka

SkyWatch Coordinator: Claude Haynes
Observatory Manager: Martin Thompson



