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Messier 103 is an open cluster in the constellation Cassiopeia. It was discovered by Pierre Mechain in 1781, and was the last object that Charles Messier added to
his original catalog.

This cluster is quite easy to find, 1.5° NE of § Cassiopeiae (Ruchbah). In binoculars, M 103 is visible as a nebulous fan-shaped patch. It is not so easy to identify in
telescopes because it is quite loose and poor, and may be confused with other clusters in the vicinity. But telescopes show many fainter member stars. The cluster
is bright, large, fairly rich, moderately compressed, and has forty 8th- to 12th- magnitude stars. The field is liberally sprinkled with 8th and 9th magnitude stars,
the brighter stars lying to the north.

M 103 is one of the more remote open clusters in Messier’s catalog. It lies at about 8,000 - 9200 light years’ distance, the uncertainty mainly due to the amount
of interstellar absorption by interstellar dust; for this cluster lies well within the band of the Milky Way. M 103 has a true diameter of about 15 light years, and is
about 25 million years old.

M103 (NGC 581) Open Cluster in Cassiopeia
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RA: 01h 34m 17325 Dec: +60° 43" 031" Size:5.0' Magnitude: 7.40



As one of the many benefits to becoming an East Valley
Aastronomy Club member, we have the following telescopes
available for monthly check-out to current EVAC members:

8 inch Orion manual Dobsonian
8 inch Orion Intelliscore Dobsonian
60mm Tasco Alt-Azimuth Refractor

For more information, or to check out one of these scopes,
please talk to:

David Hatch
EVAC Properties Director
480.433.4217
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The Observer is the official publication of the East Valley
Astronomy Club. It is published monthly and made
available electronically as an Adobe PDF document
the first week of the month. Printed copies are available
at the monthly meeting. Mailed copies are available to
members for a slight surcharge to offset printing and
mailing expenses.

Please send your contributions, tips, suggestions and
comments to the Editor at: news@evaconline.org
Contributions may be edited. The views and opinions
expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily
represent those of the East Valley Astronomy Club, the
publisher or editor.

Material in this publication may not be reproduced
in any manner without written permission from the
editor. ©2005-2013

The East Valley Astronomy Club is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
charitable organization.

www.evaconline.org

East Valley Astronomy Club
PO Box 2202
Mesa, Az. 85214-2202

President: David Douglass
Vice President: Ed Thomas
Secretary: Marty Pieczonka
Treasurer: Ray Heinle

Board of Directors: David Hatch, Ron Barstad,
Bob Alba, David Shiel & Alex Rivera

Events Coordinator: Lynn Young
Property Director: David Hatch
Refreshments: Jan Barstad

Observing Program Coordinator: Marty
Pieczonka

AL Representative: David Douglass
Membership: Les Wagner

Newsletter Editor: Peter Argenziano
Webmaster: Marty Pieczonka
SkyWatch Coordinator: Claude Haynes
Observatory Manager: Dave Coshow



