





EVAC Six Asteroids

Richard Harshaw

(26586) Harshaw 2000 EF116 2000 03 10 Catalina 68447 Hill,
R.

The following citation is from MPC 68447:

(26586) Harshaw = 2000 EF116

Richard Harshaw (b. 1954) is an Arizona amateur astronomer
who makes measurements of double stars. He has served in
numerous official positions with astronomy clubs.

Gene A. Lucas

(17250) Genelucas 2000 GW122 2000 04 11 Fountain Hills
43193 Juels, C. W.

The following citation is from MPC 43193:

(17250) Genelucas = 2000 GW122

Gene A. Lucas (b. 1946), an amateur astronomer and tele-
scope maker since 1961, cofounded the Saguaro Astronomy
Club in Phoenix in 1977 and was an astrovideography pioneer
in live public-television broadcasts of comet 1P/Halley during
1985-1986.

Delores H. Hill

(164215) Doloreshill 2004 MF6 2004 06 25 Catalina 61270
CSS

The following citation is from MPC 61270:

(164215) Doloreshill = 2004 MF6

Dolores H. Hill (b. 1956) is a meteoriticist with the University
of Arizona’s Lunar and Planetary Laboratory, where she has,
since 1981, classified meteorites using microprobe analysis,
neutron activation methods and inductively coupled plasma
mass spectrometry.

Richard (Rik) Hill

(118945) Rikhill 2000 WS68 2000 11 29 Junk Bond 58597
Healy, D.

The following citation is from MPC 58597:

(118945) Rikhill = 2000 WS68

“Amateur turned Pro” best describes Rik Hill (b. 1949). Well
known among amateur astronomers for his outreach activi-
ties, Rik currently works with the Catalina Sky Survey on
Arizona's Mt. Lemmon searching for potentially hazardous
asteroids. He has seven comet discoveries to his credit.

Jennifer Polakis

(146268) Jennipolakis (2001DQ = 1995 SB76)

Discovered 2001 Feb. 16 by D. Healy at Junk Bond Observa-
tory.

The following citation is from MPC 59925:

(146268) Jennipolakis = 2001 DQ

Jennifer Polakis (b. 1959) is an American amateur astronomer,
eclipse chaser and popularizer of astronomy. She has served
as an officer of the Saguaro Astronomy Club of Phoenix,
Arizona. She is the wife of professional engineer and amateur
astronomer Tom Polakis.

Tom Polakis

(4078) Polakis 1983 AC 1983 01 09 Anderson Mesa 27126
Skiff, B. A.

The following citation is from MPC 27126:

(4078) Polakis = 1983 AC

Named in honor of Thomas A. Polakis (b. 1961), mechanical
engineer and friend of the discoverer. As an observer of the
sky, he exemplifies all that is best in an amateur astronomer.

For asteroid data, see IAU Minor Planets
Center (MPC) Minor Planets Names List

http://www.cfa.harvard.edu/iau/lists/
MPNames.html

http://www.minorplanetcenter.org/iau/
lists/MPLists.html

The Six Asteroids (from left): Richard Harshaw, Gene Lucas, Delores Hill, Rik Hill, Jennifer Polakis, Tom

Polakis
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NGC 225 (Sailboat Cluster)  Open Cluster in Cassiopeia
RA: ooh 43m 39.0s Dec: +61" 46 30” Magnitude: 8.90  Size: 12.0
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A new book tells the inspiring true story of the astronomer
who has discovered more planets than anyone else... and
keeps finding more.

Planet Hunter: Geoff Marcy and the Search for Other Earths
by Vicki Oransky Wittenstein (Spring 2010, Boyds Mills Press)
recounts the astronomer’s personal struggles and headline-
grabbing discoveries. Marcy, a professor at the University of
California at Berkeley, has found and helped to find nearly half
of the 400-plus planets that lie outside our solar system.

Wittenstein, of Brooklyn Heights, New York, interviewed Mar-
cy and several other planet hunters. To gain firsthand knowl-
edge of how Marcy makes the fine measurements that reveal
distant planets, she visited him at the W. M. Keck Observatory
on Mauna Kea, a dormant volcano on the Big Island of Hawaii.

In addition to telling Marcy’s story, Wittenstein shows how
other astronomers are using various methods to find even
more “extrasolar” planets. Finally, she explains how their work
has advanced the search for life on other worlds.

The book shows how Marcy’s work set the stage for major
NASA programs that are underway today and planned for the
future, with Marcy's participation and leadership. For example,
the Kepler space telescope is now orbiting Earth and scanning
the skies for smaller and smaller planets. The goal is to find
Earth-sized planets that have water and other characteristics
that may make life possible.

Young readers will relate to the story of Geoff Marcy as a boy,
gazing at the stars through a small telescope and wondering
about life on other worlds. As he worked through his univer-
sity studies, Marcy rose above the criticism of his professors
and, finally, of other astronomers.

In the 1980s, most astronomers thought Marcy’s plan was a
fantasy. They thought it would be impossible to detect a plan-
et that orbits another star. Still, Marcy and his colleague, Paul
Butler, persevered. Finally, in the mid-1990s, their hard work
paid off with the discovery of several planets, which are now
accepted as landmark findings.

As a child, | loved to stare up at the night sky and wonder
about life on other planets,” Vicki says. “When the first extra-
solar planets were discovered | was hooked!”

She has been writing for children for the past 15 years. A for-
mer prosecutor, an advocate for children and families, and
a graduate of the Vermont College of Fine Arts, Wittenstein
published articles in Highlights for Children, Odyssey, Faces,
and The Best of the Children’s Market. Planet Hunter is her first
book.

Founded in 1991 and located in Honesdale, Pennsylvania,
Boyds Mills Press is the trade book division of the Highlights
for Children publishing group.

Planet Hunter: Geoff Marcy And The Search For Other Earths
Vicki Oransky Wittenstein

978-1-59078-592-8

Ages 10-14

9x12 inches; 48 pages; preprinted hardcover with jacket
$17.95
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\Plamt Hunter

ransky Wittenstein

Geoff Marcy
and the Search
for Other Earths

| recently had the opportunity to read Planet Hunter, and
was delightfully entertained with both the book’s content
and the writing style of author, Vicki Oransky Wittenstein.
This non-fiction science book was written for 10 - 14 year-
old readers, and | think it will be just as enjoyable for them
as it was for me.

The reader is taken along on Vicki’s journey of discovery;
not just of planet hunting, but also of planet hunters. We
are introduced to Dr. Marcy, his assistant, Jason Mcllroy,
and other scientists. We get a look inside the famed Keck
Observatory to see how these scientists ply their trade.

Topics such as Doppler effects, spectral fingerprints, plan-
et hunting with a spectrometer, habitable zones, and al-
ternate planet hunting techniques are well explained at a
level appropriate to intended audience.

The book is very richly illustrated with photographs, art-
ist renderings, and charts. There is also a full page of ad-
ditional subject matter resources, as well as a glossary of
the terminology used throughout the book.

The author has graciously provided a signed copy of the
book which will be donated to the club’s library.

Peter Argenziano -- Editor
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The Observer is the official publication of the East Valley
Astronomy Club. It is published monthly and made

available electronically as an Adobe PDF document the President: David Douglass

first week of the mpnth. Pr!nted copies are avqllable at Vil esicient: Bill Houston

the monthly meeting. Mailed copies are available to .
members for a slight surcharge to offset printing and Secretary: Dave Coshow
mailing expenses. Treasurer: Silvio Jaconelli

Please send your contributions, tips, suggestions and Events Coordinator: Lynn Young
comments to the Editor at: news@evaconline.org Property Director: David Hatch

Contributions may be edited. The views and opinions
expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily

represent those of the East Valley Astronomy Club, the Newsletter Editor: Peter Argenziano
publisher or editor.

Membership: Les Wagner

Webmaster: Marty Pieczonka

Material in this publication may not be reproduced Board of Directors: Tom Polakis, Howard
in any manner without written permission from the Israel, Ray Heinle, Ed Thomas &
editor. ©2005-2010 Haynes
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The East Valley Astronomy Club is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
charitable organization.

East Valley Astronomy Club
PO Box 2202
Mesa, Az. 85214-2202



